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Agenda Topics
• State FA Resource Updates
• Upcoming Deadlines & Events
• Exemption & Waiver 

Resources
o Six new exemption guidelines
o College For All Texans website 

updates 
o TEC 54.351 vs. TEC 54.354
o Good Neighbor Program (GNP) online 

recommendation process
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State Financial Aid
Resource Updates
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State Financial Aid Resource Updates
• Institutions Calendar – Spring 2020

• Loan Automation

• The “Institutions” webpage was 
permanently removed from the 
HHLoans website as of Jan. 9, 2020. 
These resources are now located 
under “Loan Programs”.
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• FAD Report Manual – FY 2020

• Grant Payment Enhancement

• Consanguinity or Affinity Scholarship 
Statement

01/27/2020 State Financial Aid Resource Update Memo [PDF]

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/institutional-resources-programs/student-financial-aid-programs/program-resources/loan-programs/
http://reportcenter.thecb.state.tx.us/correspondence/general-correspondence/state-financial-aid-resource-updates-memo/
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Upcoming Deadlines & Events 
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Updates
• State Grant Award Amounts - FY 2021

• Tuition Set Asides – Uniform Standards

• FAD Cycle One - opens Feb. 11
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Training
• TASFAA Regional Trainings: 

https://www.tasfaa.org/

• FAS Webcast – Mar. 10 

Deadlines
• BOT Loan certification - deadline Feb. 20

• Opt In/Out Survey (all institutions) - deadline Feb. 28

 Texas College Work-Study (TCWS)
 Work-Study Student Mentorship (WSMP)
 Educational Aide Exemption (EAE)
 Tuition Equalization Grant (TEG)

• Good Neighbor Recommendations – deadline Mar. 15
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Questions?
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Financial Aid Services 
Institutional Toll-Free Number

For questions call:
(844) 792-2640

Institutional toll-free number is available M-F 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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Exemption & Waiver Resources
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Six New Exemption Program Resources

The following six program were the primary focus for 
the resources created: 

• Children of Disabled or Deceased Firefighters and Law 
Enforcement Officers

• Education Benefits for Certain Survivors
• Firefighters Enrolled in Fire Science Courses
• Good Neighbor Program
• Peace Officers and Firefighters Disabled in the Line of Duty
• Peace Officers Enrolled in Certain Courses

More resources to come…

http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=530


The College for All 
Texans webpages were 
updated to better align 
the new guidelines.
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College for All Texans - Updates
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General Requirements 

Eligible 
Courses

Continuation of 
Eligibility

Hardship 
Provisions

Selective Service 
Requirements



Eligible 
Courses

These programs exempt the cost of tuition and 
fees for eligible courses attempted by the 
student. Eligible courses are those for which an 
institution receives formula funding (TEC, Section 
54.2002). 

 Formula funding is defined as the method used to 
allocate appropriated sources of funds among 
institutions of higher education. Formula-funded 
courses are those that do not depend solely on 
student tuition and fees to cover their costs. 

Some exemptions apply only to courses that are a part 
of a specific degree or certificate program. 
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.54.htm#54.2002


Continuation 
of Eligibility

Impact of 54.2001: 
After initially qualifying, a person may continue to 
receive the exemption for a subsequent semester or 
term only if the person:
• Meets institutional GPA/SAP (graduate and 

undergraduates)

A student may not continue to receive this exemption 
while enrolled as an undergraduate if the student:
• Has enrolled in hours considered to be excessive 

under TEC, Section 54.014.
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.54.htm#54.2001
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.54.htm#54.014


Hardship 
Provisions

Impact of 54.2001: 

Students may be granted an exception 
from meeting the institution’s GPA 
requirement, or an extension of 
eligibility for excess undergraduate 
hours, under a hardship provision. 
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.54.htm#54.2001


Selective 
Service 

Requirement

Male students cannot receive financial assistance without 
filing a Selective Service Status Statement (TEC, Section 
51.9095).
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Exception: Male students who attend a public community 
college do NOT need to file a selective service statement.

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.51.htm#51.9095
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Texas Education Code (TEC)   
54.351  vs.  54.354
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REQUIREMENTS 
CHILDREN OF DISABLED OR DECEASED FIREFIGHTERS AND 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TEC 54.351

EDUCATION BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN SURVIVORS
(Dependent Children and Spouses) 

TEC 54.354

Eligible Student 

Children of an eligible parent who:
- died in the line of duty before 09/01/2000, OR
- suffered a work-related injury at any time that resulted in 
their permanent disability.

Surviving spouse or dependent child of an eligible public servant 
whose work-related death occurred on or after 09/01/2000.

Age Requirements
Children must initially apply before the age of 21 (or age 22 if 
eligible to participate in a special education program under 
TEC, Section 29.003).

Dependent child must have been under the age of 18 on the 
date the death. 
NOTE: Eligible children and spouse can apply at any age.

Application
Process

All necessary supporting documentation proving a student’s 
eligibility is submitted to the THECB.
The THECB is responsible for confirming a student’s eligibility.

All necessary supporting documentation proving a student’s 
eligibility is submitted to the institution.
Institutions are responsible for confirming a student’s eligibility.

Enrollment 
Requirements

- Be under the age of 26 at the start of the semester or term.
- Be enrolled as an undergraduate student or attending only 

undergraduate courses.
- Be registered with Selective Service or be exempt 

- Be enrolled full-time 
- Be enrolled as an undergraduate student or attending only 

undergraduate courses.
- Be registered with Selective Service or be exempt

Eligible Courses Courses are those for which an institution receives formula 
funding (TEC, Section 54.2002).

Courses are those for which an institution receives formula 
funding (TEC, Section 54.2002).

Exemption Tuition and fees for first 120 undergraduate registered 
semester credit hours or until age 26, whichever occurs first.

Tuition and fees for 200 hours of course credit or until 
bachelor’s degree is earned.

Living Allowance N/A
The cost of housing and food for students that qualify to 
reside in institutional housing and elects to reside in that 
housing.

Textbook Assistance N/A Institution must provide an allowance for textbooks.

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.54.htm#54.351
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.54.htm#54.354
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.29.htm#29.003
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.54.htm#54.2002
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.54.htm#54.2002
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Employer Certification Supporting Documentation

Children of Disabled or Deceased Firefighters and Law Enforcement Officers
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Good Neighbor Program
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Good 
Neighbor 
Program 
Process
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GNP Online Recommendation 
Demonstration
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012345

Tester University
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Contact Information and Feedback
Email: leah.smalley@thecb.state.tx.us

Webcast Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/58YRM92

Financial Aid Services Phone Line 
(Schools): 844-792-2640

Texas Financial Aid Information Center Line 
(Students): 888-311-8881
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mailto:leah.smalley@thecb.state.tx.us
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/58YRM92
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